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Great East Japan Earthquake 10th Anniversary Reconstruction Publicity Project
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Thank You to Everyone Overseas and in Japan

FUKUSHIMA-MINPO, which publishes a local newspaper in Fukushima Prefecture, has publicly
recruited residents to serve as Fukushima ambassadors of reconstruction to convey our thanks to the
people who supported Fukushima after the Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11, 2011 and
subsequent accident at the Tokyo Electric Power Company’ s Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station.
They also share information about how we are rebuilding. The 234 ambassadors of reconstruction have
traveled throughout Japan and abroad to tell people about our gratitude and determination. This March
marks the 10th anniversary of the disaster, and Fukushima residents are taking vigorous steps into the
future thanks to kind encouragement and help from people inside and outside Japan. Fifty ambassadors of
reconstruction are sending messages to the people of the world as part of the Reconstruction Agency’ s
Great East Japan Earthquake 10th Anniversary Reconstruction Publicity Project.
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Reconstruction Driven by Friendship With the UK
Airi Takahashi, 16, first-year high school student (Motomiya City)

The ties between Motomiya City and the United Kingdom were formed when we received
aid after the Great East Japan Earthquake, and now Motomiya is an “Arigato” Host Town for
British athletes competing in the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games.
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Moved to Tears by Another Person’s
Desire to Help
Kyoka Sato, 24, actress (Iwaki City, from Tomioka Town)

My hometown is still designated as a “difficult-to-return zone,”

and I

imagine I will never again be able to live in that house I loved so much.
Still, I will not give up on returning to and residing in Tomioka. I decided
on that day 10 years ago that I will definitely go back to Yonomori, no
matter what happens. The earthquake happened before my birthday, and
I still have the receipt from my cake, which my grandmother ordered for
me every year. My hope is that I can go pick it up someday. After the
disaster, I was able to travel abroad for the first time thanks to support
from many people. When I arrived, I felt happy to hear heartfelt

comments such as,

“You have been through so much. I hope you can

enjoy yourself as much as possible.” I was directly asked questions about
what was actually happening in Fukushima, what we needed right then,
and how they could be of help. I still remember being moved to tears just
by hearing the feelings of these people from other countries who said,
“The real circumstances are different from what we see on the TV news.
We want to know what you truly need.” When I was questioned about
my future dream, I didn’ t know what to say since the people around me
were struggling so much. Maybe the other person noticed this, because

they told me,

“Dreams are for helping others.”

I felt like that shone a

light on my future path. So many things are changing, but I believe that
we can create a new Fukushima. I also believe these things that have

changed will be a new beginning.
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URL:https://youtu.be/bsHUNs8cB10

Video message on YouTube

Learn about how Fukushima is rebuilding in
this video with messages of gratitude to all people
from Fukushima ambassadors of reconstruction.
URL :https://youtu.be/bsHUNs8cBI0
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Support From Japan and Abroad
Tkumi Yamada, 22, company employee (Soma City)

Ten years after the Great East Japan Earthquake, Soma City’ s reconstruction
includes the opening of the JR Joban Line, expressway development, and newly
built environmental facilities. I have felt that many people are rooting for
Fukushima through my interactions with the Fukushima Prefectural Association
in London and Fukushima Future Support Groups outside of the prefecture. Going
forward, I want to think about how to communicate this and what I can do to

Promoting Fukushima Across the World
Asumi Komido, 18, first-year university student (Tokyo, from Namie Town)

I served as a Fukushima ambassador of reconstruction in France in 2014. In
cooperation with the Fukushima Prefectural Association, I experienced how great
it is to be able to share current information about Fukushima with the world.
Residents are gradually returning to my hometown of Namie. There is a new
educational facility and supermarket, and there are more tourist facilities as well
including the Michinoeki roadside rest area that was opened in 2020. Although we
are still in the process of reconstruction, I hope to keep doing what I can to
promote Fukushima Prefecture across the world and be involved in its revival.

prevent memories of the disaster from fading.
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I traveled to the UK in 2019 as a member of the To the Future Motomiya UK Delegation to
share information about the state of Fukushima’ s reconstruction and convey our gratitude
for the assistance we have received. I directly felt the kindness of the people there and
encountered a diverse range of values through activities such as visiting the Fukushima
Garden in London, taking part in cultural exchange with local students, talking with Olympic
athletes from the UK, and listening to speeches by University College London (UCL)
professors. In this way, I strongly felt that I want to cherish these ties with the UK.

In the future I hope this friendship with the UK will be a driving force in Motomiya’ s
further reconstruction and regional vitalization.

7=V FEERAS
(FEHREAZ-OY FY L LEZFER)

il ZBP mamkEmey
18 BBk A K ZE Tz A -\

TA LN E I 472105

#HH B E 59% 248 GRIIF)

TOFXRT - FEE
BEE=

E&OEALDOH
= EDEERUS

WH UK UTCoTD XK DIIH

B TEZ |
TWoIEWTUL <
7co BREIASARESS
 DI0ETRATCARDIRE.
AR
PEEFMEEEDBUNE |
 BBDEENET DOEEIC
FAEIE} BEERT COIRBFIEY |

5 UFEIARESE LTOD
OKETORMSEEZE U 0
£ < 10FIC |
 ENTEFUlc, EEZEITTC

ICZDARICEZDSIURIER
B EORDOISEZERZIT

CRREBOHM TN BIFESE
T DCENTEFXR UG C

FET U CE=ZICBIE
ROBERIMEZZTTWVWIEEDN

BHOOIEHOFIRE Ao

10 Years of Support and Encouragement

I Want to Take Part in Reconstruction While Being Thankful for Support
Sena Takahashi, 21, third-year university student (Hokkaido, from Inawashiro Town)

Ten years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake. Back then, I
d1dn t imagine that things would ever go back to normal. We have carried out
“hard” reconstruction, like building public housing for those affected by the
disaster, thanks to unified efforts by Fukushima Prefecture residents and support
from other prefectures and countries. We have also received help from many
people in various ways, such as those who are promoting Fukushima’ s specialty
products in various locations and choosing to travel to Fukushima Prefecture.
However, I believe we still need contlnual support in “soft” fields such as
building communities of people living in new areas, as well as physical and mental
health care. While being thankful for the different types of support we’ ve received
from many people, I will keep hoping for Fukushima’s development and revival
and working to help with reconstruction.
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Takeyoshi Kanda, 59, company employee (Yugawa Village)

Nearly 10 years have passed since the disaster, and we have experienced a great deal of
surprise, grief, distress, and anxiety in this time. During the chaos right after the Great East
Japan Earthquake, I felt unhappiness and regret at work when I had to deal with customers
in ways that I did not want to. I have helped at an emergency shelter and communicated
information in the United States as a Fukushima ambassador of reconstruction. Conversely, 1
have received help and encouragement from many people through these efforts. We have
been able to live here in Fukushima thanks to support led by the national government and
grassroots assistance. I believe we are responsible for telling the next generation what we
have learned in the past 10 years about how weak, contradictory, and precious humans are.
Continual mental health care will also be important going forward.
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Showing the World That Fukushima is Persevering

Yoshio Mitsuyama, chairman of the World Fukushima Prefectural Association, chairman
of the Fukushima Prefectural Association in London (from Taishin, City of Shirakawa)

In 2012, when Fukushima Reconstruction Ambassadors started working, they
conveyed to people around the world their experiences of the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Fukushima’ s gratitude for the help it received from other countries
at the London 2012 Summer Olympics in the United Kingdom. This led to the opening
of the Fukushima Garden in London and, in 2015, Fukushima Reconstruction
Ambassadors were able to share information about Fukushirna' s reconstruction efforts
at the ceremony celebrating the garden’s third annlversary I was impressed and
cheered to see how confidently they gave speeches in Engllsh to an audience of .many
British people. In 2017, the British Garden was founded in Motomiya City as a “sister
garden  of the Fukushima Garden in the UK. Since then, there have been many
interactions between the two countries.

Fukushima Reconstruction Ambassadors are building bridges between Fukushima
and the world by visiting New York in 2013, Paris in 2014, and Taiwan in 2018. I am
very pleased to hear that 50 Reconstruction Ambassadors are sharing messages of
gratitude to people inside and outside Japan as part of a Reconstruction Agency
project to mark the 10th anniversary of the disaster. Fukushima Prefectural
Associations based all over the world are cheering on their home prefecture. We will
share those messages between Associations, and demonstrate Fukushima’s
perseverance to people around the globe.
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I' m Grateful for my Many Friends
Keiko Suzuki, 73, kimono instructor (Fukushima City, evacuated from Hirono Town)

I left my home in Hirono Town, Futaba District after the nuclear accident at the
Tokyo Electric Power Company’ s Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station on
March 11, 2011, intending to return in two or three days. My mother-in-law and
husband passed away after our evacuation. I imagined going to our former home in
that pitch-black town where no one had returned, and being too fearful to sleep all
by myself. Ten years have passed since I left, and I am unable to go back to that
house where the three of us lived together. Today I reside in Fukushima City. I
continue volunteering, something I have enjoyed since the Fukushima International
Association was founded, and am thankful for the new volunteer opportunities
brought by assistance from overseas. I am also grateful for my many wonderful
friends, and will keep working to help with local reconstruction.

Enjoying my Life Today Thanks to the Kindness of Many People
Kiryu Miura, 17, second-year high school student (Kawamata Town)

I have been supported by many people in Japan and overseas, including an
invitation from the Hawaii Fukushima Prefectural Association to visit Hawaii 10
years ago when I was in elementary school. Now that I am a high school student, I
keenly realize that I can enjoy my life today thanks to the support and aid of these
kind people. I am presently doing research on regional reconstruction. I hope for us
to serve a central role in Fukushima's development and in helping people in Japan
and across the world who are struggling.
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